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In a Russian working camp two broken souls on di erent sides of the system
together write a fairy tale with an open ending...
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Short Synopsis

The protagonist of ,Rasps and Bars" is Peter, a German war prisoner, who gets de-
ported to the Russian working camp ,Vorkuta“ Peter writes letters home to his family,
mainly to his child son. Due to censorship and also for his son he invents a fairy tale
world, that resembles the circumstances he is living in, but in a light and adventurous
way. Meanwhile the letters give Peter a reason to survive the hell of everyday life in
the camp, as they are the connection to his family and his life back home.

Juriisa prison o cial and member of the NKWD, the former Russian secret service.
During the war his family was killed in a German attack and since that time he is full of
hatred for the Germans while he drowns his pain in alcohol to nd peace in oblivion.
As he reads Peters letters he isa ected by the love and kindness that they show but at
the same time the memoaories of his own family come back to him. He is caught be-
tween his upcoming emotions on the one hand, and his hatred for Peter as a German
on the other. In the consequence he keeps the letters for himself and prevents them
from being sent.

As Peter gets stuck with his story Juri takes on an active role and provides him literally
with a key so that he can continue the tale. From that moment on the borders be-
tween reality and ction blur more and more. As Juri confronts Peter with his unsent
letters the whole human tragedy and absurdity of the situation peaksina nal show-
down between the two protagonists. It leaves the audience with the question: Who is
responsible?
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Synopsis

Peter is a German war prisoner who is imprisoned in the Russian working camp
~orkuta“ He writes letters back home to his family and his child son.

Due to censorship and also for his child son he invents a fairy tale world that re ects
the circumstances he is living in, but in a light and adventurous way. To Peter the love
for his family is the only reason to survive, the purpose of his existence, and his letters
help him to keep the hope that he one day will return to them.

At the end of the world, in the eternal darkness of the polar night, there is a huge fortress
of ice which is home of the Bear People and their leader, the terrible Dayeater. It is said that
the bears created a device, that takes the sunlight from the sky to spread the darkness over
the whole world.

To operate this light-consuming machine they need slaves, and so the bears enslave
human beings. To stop the bears from conquering the world of the humans a lone hero
decides to stand up against their reign of darkness. He allows the bears to capture him in
order to get close to the heart of their existence, the machine that steals the light.

Juri is a Russian war veteran who lost his family during a German attack. He is now a
prison o cial who is responsible for checking the letters of the prisoners for secret
messages. He rejects all letters from being sent and marks them with a red stamp. Be-
ing eaten up by grief he turned to the alcohol to drown all the painful memories.

As he starts reading Peters' letters he nds himself reminded of his own family and ev-
erything he so desperately tried to forget at once comes back to him. It hurts, but also
he craves for a little of the warmth that he himself has lost years ago, and therefore he
needs Peters’ letters. But at the same time he loaths him because he still has a family.

The hero possesses a magical light, that protects him from the cold and the darkness. It
gives him warmth and prevents him from becoming an empty shell like some of the slaves,
or cruel, cold and self-centered like others.

Peter spins the story around his experiences in the working camp. In the factory hall,
where he works together with the other prisoners and has to operate huge machines,
there is a door that is always locked.

As the hero is forced to work on the light-consuming machine he realizes that there is a
door at one end of the hallway with a huge golden lock. The device also seems to be con-
nected to the wall the door is in, so somehow the hero figures that the door leads to the
operating system of the light-consumer. He must find the key to this door!

As the days go by, Peter keeps writing letters to his family, and Juri keeps reading and
rejecting them. Peters’ writing and love for his family clearly a ect Juri. He drinks more
than ever, but he can't escape his memories.

But Peters' story is stuck. The hero didn‘t manage to nd a key to the door so far.

Juri wants the story to end, the letters to end and especially the memories. So he lets
Peter nd the key to the mystical door.
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As Peter discovers a key hidden at his working space he's shocked at rst. He starts to
doubt his sanity... Is this real? Is it a fantasy? Reality and ction start to blend more and
more as he approaches the door in an unobservated moment.

And indeed the door opens. Behind it, there is a huge storage room with shelfs full

of cardboard boxes lled with sheets of paper. There is a pipe at one side of the room
that disappears in one of the walls and that leads into an oven. Peter discovers that
all the papers are refused letters. Letters from the inhabitants of the prison camp. The
machine runs on the unsent letters of the prisoners! It is their dreams, their memories,
their families, their hopes that keep everything running.

Just as Peter begins to grasp the full meaning of this and what it implies for himself
Juri approaches him. He wants to end this, here and now. He accuses Peter of being
a war criminal, a murderer and confronts him with his own grief. Peter tries to defend
himself, but Juri is too lled with hatred to listen. Again reality and ction blur:

The hero finally faces the Dayeater, the terrible white bear who hates all light and steals it
from the humans. He faces him in his weakest moment, being broken and on all fours.

Juri tells Peter that he won't ever be see his family again or even reach them so he
should just quit writing.

The hero feels the terrible coldness getting at him and so he searches for his magic light.
But he can’t find it! The Dayeater opens one of his huge paws and a tiny ball of light lies
there. Just as the hero stretches for it the white bear crushes it with his massive hand into a
sparkling powder and devours it. With a terrible, heartbreaking scream the hero jumps at
the beast...

Peter and Juri struggle and suddenly Peter is on top and Juri facedown. Peters hand
is searching for something and nds the rejected“-stamp that Juri had in his pocket
when he jumped at him. He hits Juris* head until he stops moving. Finally Peter gets
up and escapes by the backdoor, leaving the broken remains of the stamp on the oor.

Guards nd Juri, lying there, unmoving, but as they turn him they nd him still breath-
ing.

Peter/the hero is lost in the cold night. He runs until he can‘t go any further. As he col-
lapses he nally sees a beautiful light at the horizon.

As the guards nd Peter lying in the snow and frozen to death, the Northern Light
brightens the night.

Juri is sitting at his desk, writing with his typewriter, as the narrator continues the story
in his voice:
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As the hero has passed the gateway and killed the Dayeater, there is no way back into the
world of the humans for him anymore. But the hero knew that he would have to make this
sacrifice in order to bring the light back into the world, and he bravely took on his task and
fullfilled it...

Juri ends the story, folds the paper and puts it into a box with all the other letters that
Peter wrote. He seals it and puts an ,approved“-stamp on it.
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